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Interior desigmer Barbarva Gaber renovates an award—wim:ing home.
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rom the streer, drivers
observe a rusted steel barrri-
er. Once inside, guests ancl

SILOrS CXPETIENCE A awe:-
some, majestic sight. Architecture
becomes sculprure when massive
windows form a V-shape intersectiom
in the foyer of an ultra-contemporary
home where many of the rooms
enjay a lakefront view.

Enter Roval Oak interior desigm-
er Barbara Gaber. She has the cres
ative task of making an award-wim-

LA SZ/LO

hitects Dirk
Denison and Adrian Luchini

ing home by ar

reflect the new owners’ personali-
ties. "It gave me a showcease for
what I could achieve,” says Gaber.
Most of the furnishings are from
the Michigan Design Center (MDC)
in ‘Trov and Gorman’s in Southfield.
The owners met Gaber while she
was working at Gorman’s and were
impressed by the fact that she guar-
anteed to work within a ser budger.
Gaber added to the dramartic
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foyer by designing a matte black
asymmetrical shelf built by Greg
Bartele of Vogue Furniture in
Royal Oak, and placed three wood

veneer vases from MDC’s Beacon

Hill showroom on top. The owners
worked with a photograph in Sae
magazine of a rug from Azar’s in
Birmingham, and ordered a custom
carpet in earth tones.

They also commissioned two
Schumacher custom rugs with a
Frank Lloyd Wright mouf for the
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Matte black chigirs, covered in black raffia,
surround a stainless steel Breuton dining table.
They sit atop a custom rug in a Frank Lioyd Wright
pattern. The living room sofas, upholstered in
black wool flannel, are flanked by leather lounge
chairs. Accessories include African vessels and
a framed ceremonial Kuba cloth.
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dining room and living room.

T'he arework thronghout the
home is eclectic. Most of the
pieces are from Danielle Peleg in
West Bloomfield and Barista
Gallery, formerly the Anderson
Gallery, in Birmingham. The
African pieces complement the
bold architecture. “The contempo-
rary lines went well with the primi-
tive art,” adds Gaber.

Working with Birmingham archi-
tect Kevin Akey of AZD Associates-



Architeets, the owners requested a 6()-
foor indoor lap pool. Akey defily cre-
ated the pool out of the crawl space.
I e also enlarged the master bedroom.
While the front of the home is
unassuming, boaters on the lake
have a breathraking sight of two
modermn wings of a three-level

)

home cascading down a 22-foot

drop to the lake.

Sp irs and visitors agree with
Ciaber’s assessment You
couldn’t ask for a better canvas.

Kevin Akey, of AZD Associates-Architects in
Birmingham. designed the 60-foot lap pool in
space below the master bedroom to accommodate
the owner's daily exercise routing. The lap pool
was built by Paddock Pools of West Bloomfield.

A V-shaped window wall provides a dramatic
focal point in the foyer.



£ R

Top: A custom-color area rug from Azar's
pl the bold archi of the foyer.

Left: The enlarged master bedroom enjoys a wide-
angle lake view. Mohair shams and throws accent
the bed. The construction company was Thomas
Sebold and Associates of Birmingham.

Above: Barhara Gaber designed the matte black
shelf in the foyer to echo the angled walls and
windows,




